THE   MIDDLE   OF   THE   SIXTEENTH   CENTURY        163

before Edward VI. at least confirm that there was serious decay in ploughland
and yeomanry. The Lord Protector Somerset sympathised with the complaints
and tried to restrict by proclamation the process of enclosure, and appointed
a commission to investigate the-whole question. The country gentry and their
dependants made the commission's work so difficult, almost futile, that people
rose in rebellion all over the south of England. Then East Anglia broke into
revolt and Norfolk found a leader in a well-to-do tanner, Robert Ket. They were
defeated on Household Heath near Norwich by the Earl of Warwick (26th
August 1549). Ket was captured and hanged.

Affairs were now not going well for Somerset. The Scottish war, naturally,
brought on a French war which went badly for the English. John Dudley,
Earl of Warwick, the victor of Household Heath, was his deadly rival and
gained ascendancy over the boy king. On loth October 1549, Somerset was
arrested and imprisoned in the Tower. He was released, however, after four
months (6th February 1550). Peace was made with Henry II. of France (son
of Francis I. who died in 1547); Boulogne was returned to the French who now
also practically controlled Scotland. For nearly a year Warwick and Somerset
(it was no longer Somerset and Warwick) remained uneasily together on the
privy council, the king, aged thirteen, sitting at the head of the council and
making little speeches prepared for him by Warwick. In October 1551 Warwick
had himself made Duke of Northumberland. In the same month Somerset was
again arrested and imprisoned in the Tower. He was charged with plotting
against the king, convicted by a court of peers (including his rival Northumber-
land) and was executed, to the intense grief of the common people, who called
him the " good duke/' on 22nd January 1552. Ambitious and greedy of wealth,
he was nevertheless a statesman of high merit, and in an age when high life was
cruel and dissolute, he was humane and clean-living.

For the next eighteen months Northumberland, though he did not, like
Somerset, take the title of Protector, ruled England for Edward VI, The more
advanced Reformers now had their way. The First Prayer Book of Edward VI.,
with its attempt to satisfy Catholics and Protestants, had failed. Parliament in
1552 reissued the Prayer Book in a revised form made by Cranmer. This Second
Prayer Book of Edward VI. was more definitely Protestant than the First
Book ; reissued after the Marian reaction by Queen Elizabeth, and again, after
the Commonwealth by Charles II., it has come down substantially unaltered in
the present Book of Common Prayer. Thus the Reformation in England was
practically completed in 1552.

Next year King Edward VI. died at Greenwich Palace of consumption, 6th
July 1553, after about six months' illness. As he was only fifteen years old then,
his personality is little known, nor can his influence upon affairs have been great.
There is no evidence to show whether he would have developed the bad qualities